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Similar Themes (“Sir Gawain and the Green Knight” and “The Flea”)
In the poem Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, the predominant theme is the Nature of Chivalry. The World of the two central characters (Sir Gawain and the Green Knight) is governed by well-defined behaviors. These codes were referred to as the code of Chivalry, and they determined the actions and values of all characters in the poem. All the ideas in the Chivalry code originate from the Christian concept of morality. All the proponents of Chivalry intend to promote spiritual beliefs in the spiritually fallen World.
The poem tested the adherence of the Gawain's to the Chivalry codes, and in the process, it investigates whether heavenly virtues can operate in the fallen World. At a point, Gawain prayed and was awarded by the appearance of a castle. This reward made him believe in religion, and he trusted the connection between the people and nature. Gawain never slept with his host wife because of the codes of Chivalry which he considered to be moral. He learned that his chivalrousness does not disqualify him from being human, and he can error.
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight are very similar to Donne's Poetry, 'The Flea". Like Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, Donne's speaker focused on Religion (Search for the one true religion). It questions morality. The Flea discusses the dilemma when confronted with so many churches that all claim to be one true religion. Donne abandoned Catholicism and joined Anglicanism to seek one true religion. Out of curiosity, the speaker of Holy Sonnet asked Christ to explain which church truly belongs to Christ. In the end, the poem neither rejected the outright notion of one true church nor forthrightly proposed on the true church. Moral codes and principles guide
 both churches.

In a nutshell, both the poems focused on the existence and the nature of religion. The characters in both poems questioned moral codes that should be followed. There is a common believes in the existence and connection between nature and the characters involved. Both poems' only worry and dilemma are what to believe in when faced with a similar situation. The search for one true religion and morality associated with the code of Chivalry originates from Christian concepts, were the significant issues.

